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SUMMARY

Ethical Issues
of Interculturality
in Healthcare

In multicultural societies, encoun-
ters between doctors and patients
from different cultural backgrounds
are an everyday occurrence. Conse-
quently, their concepts of “health”
and “illness” may be defined differ-
ently, depending on their respec-
tive cultural understanding. Thus,
there may be divergent assessments
of the disease value of a given con-
dition, the degree of suffering, and
therapeutic goals. Intercultural doc-
tor-patient conflicts arising out of
different value systems to which the
actors subscribe cover a broad spec-
trum involving various problems
and complexities, depending on the
specific issues at stake. Communica-
tion barriers, cultural practices and
moral diversity in intercultural pa-
tient-physician relationship are not
only a challenge for health care pro-
fessionals in their daily practice, but
also they content complex ethical
issues and meta-ethical questions.

Universal validity of patient autono-
my, truth-telling in the intercultural
setting of a value pluralistic society,
decision-making process concerning
therapeutic goals at the end of life
are just some conflict fields.

My presentation will expound com-
munication barriers, cultural practic-
es and moral diversity in intercultur-
al setting with regard to their ethical
implications. Then I will reflect on
intercultural physician-patient re-
lationship and analyse some ethical
concepts, which might help us to
legitimate our medical ethical deci-
sions in a value pluralistic society.
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